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NEWS OP THE PROFESSION. 



Governor Names J. M. Bauserman. — Governor Swanson has ap- 
pointed Hon. Jos. M. Bauserman, of Shenandoah, to succeed Colonel 
L. W. Lane, Jr., of Williamsburg, as Commissioner of State Hos- 
pitals, for a term of four years, beginning March 1, 1907. The posi- 
tion is an attractive and responsible one, . and pays $2,000 per year 
and traveling expenses. The place was created by the new Constitu- 
tion, and Colonel Lane is its first incumbent, ■ and was named by 
former Governor Montague. The commissioner is not only the 
general supervisor of all the hospitals in the State, but is ex-officio 
chairman of the general board of directors. Mr. Bauserman is a 
native of Shenandoah county, and is forty-one years old. At the age 
of nineteen he became deputy to the clerk of the County Court of 
Shenandoah county, and for eleven years gave constant and efficient 
service. At the end of that period he formed a partnership for the 
practice of law with Judge Frank S. Tavenner, now Senator for the 
counties of Frederick and Shenandoah and the city of Winchester. 
He was elected and re-elected Mayor of the town of Woodstock, 
which office he held for six years. He resigned to run for the Leg- 
islature in 1897, and was elected over a strong Republican by the 
unprecedented majority of 880, thus attesting his great popularity in 
the county. In 1901 he was appointed commissioner of accounts by 
Judge T W. Harrison. His partnership with Judge Tavenner has 
proved very successful, and he has had a wide experience in the 
courts. Mr. Bauserman possesses all the qualities of integrity, ability 
and energy, which go to make a man successful in his undertakings, 
and the public interests will be carefully guarded and intelligently 
looked after by him. 



Judge Goolrick Appoints Swift. — Judge John T. Goolrick, who 
began his term of eight years as Judge of the Corporation Court of 
Fredericksburg, qualified as judge on February 1st. In assuming the 
judgeship, Judge Goolrick vacated the office of Commonwealth's 
Attorney, and this office was, on February 7, filled by Judge Goolrick, 
in the appointment of Hon. Granville R. Swift. Mr. Swift was a 
member of the Hquse of Delegates from the city of Fredericksburg 
and the county of Spotsylvania, and as soon as he was appointed 
he forwarded his resignation to Governor Swanson. Mr. Swift 
graduated from Fredericksburg College with the degree of A. B. in 
1899. He was then the private secretary of Chas. W. Needham, now 
president of George Washington University. In 1900 he resigned 
his position with Mr. Needham to accept the position of assistant 
secretary to Senator Thomas S. Martin, which position he held until 
1904. He graduated from the Columbian University in 1902 with the 
degree of Bachelor of Laws. He passed the District Bar examina- 
tion and was admitted to practice the same year. In 1903 he passed 
the Virginia Bar examination, and located in Fredericksburg to prac- 
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tice law in 1904. In August, 1905, he defeated Dr. C. Massey in the 
Democratic primary for the nomination for the House of Delegates 
from Spotsylvania county and Fredericksburg, and in the following 
November defeated Mr. T. F. Morrison, the Republican nominee, by 
351 majority. While a member of the House of Delegates he was on 
the General Laws, Library, and Enrolled Bills Committees. He was 
appointed by the Speaker of the House of Delegates chairman of the 
legislative committee to investigate the Virginia Military Institute. 



Henry- Edmunds. — Captain Henry Edmunds died in Houston, Va., 
on February 14. Captain Edmunds was probably the oldest captain 
in the Confederate service, volunteering at the beginning of hostili- 
ties, and serving with great bravery and gallantry until the close of 
the war. He commanded a company from Halifax county, which 
was in large part, if not entirely, clothed and equipped by his father, 
Hon. John R. Edmunds. At the close of the war Mr. Edmunds sent 
his son, the captain, abroad to spend a year in travel, and was greatly 
surprised at learning that after a stay in Europe of only a few 
months he had matriculated at the University of Virginia to study 
law. Captain Edmunds took high rank in the law class and grad- 
uated with distinction, being regarded as one of the best men in a 
class unusually strong. For nearly two-score years he had been 
among the leaders of the Halifax bar, one of the ablest in the State, 
and was by long odds the most popular man in the county. In obe- 
dience to the express wishes of Captain Edmunds, reiterated to his 
wife during his last sickness, no public meeting of the bar in his 
memory was held, but the consent of his family was gained to allow 
a fitting memorial of his life and character to be spread upon the 
records of the court. He sleeps beside his old friend, Judge John W. 
Riley, and the members of the bar recalled that, on the occasion of 
Judge Riley's death, one of the most beautiful, pathetic and appro- 
priate addresses ever delivered was made by Captain Edmunds. 



Col. Gibson Dead. — Colonel Catlett Gibson died at his home near 
Culpeper on January 30, in the seventy-fifth year of his age. He 
was a distinguished officer in the civil war on the southern side and 
was promoted time and again for gallantry in battle. He served for 
two years in the noted Forty-ninth Virginia Regiment, of which 
Governor "Extra Billy" Smith was the commanding figure. Colonel 
Gibson was wounded three distinct times in the same engagement, 
but never retreated from the scene of action until he was forcibly 
taken away by his men after he was thought to be mortally wounded. 
He was promoted for leading his men right up to the Federal forces 
in the desperate encounter of the armies at the famous Bloody 
Angle. He was the last officer of his rank among the Confederates 
in Culpeper county, and had the reputation of never knowing what 
fear was. He represented Culpeper county four times in the Virginia 
Legislature. 
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Judge Crocker Retires. — James Francis Crocker, for six years pre- 
siding judge of the Portsmouth Court of Hustings, ended his career 
on the bench January 21. The judgeship has been full of honor for 
him and credit to the people. The voluntary retirement of the dis- 
tinguished jurist was made the occasion for an expression of the 
esteem and affection held for him by the members -of the bar of 
Portsmouth, they presenting to him a massive silver loving cup. 
On three medallions were inscribed: "To James Francis Crocker, 
Judge Court of Hustings, 1901-1907. Esteem and Affection from 
the Bar of Portsmouth, Va." Judge Leigh R. Watts, the oldest 
member of the Portsmouth bar, was spokesman, and in presenting 
he token paid the highest encomium to the ability, independence, 
fearlessness and integrity of Judge Crocker. He spoke of the dis- 
tinguished jurist's deep learning and high sense of justice, and said 
that while members of the bar had often differed with the court, they 
were always impressed with his honesty and desire to do what was 
right- Judge Watts said: "You to-day laid aside your judicial robe, 
which is as spotless as the sword you sheathed at Appomattox. 
To-day ends an epoch; an era begins to-morrow, when you become 
a private citizen." In closing Judge Watts said he desired for the 
bar to invoke the richest and choicest blessings of Almighty God 
for him. 



John H. Lewis Dies Suddenjy. — John H. Lewis, aged sixty-six, a 
prominent attorney, senior member of the firm of Lewis & Lewis, 
one of the best known citizens of Lynchburg,- died on February 23, 
on a Norfolk ard Western train, as he was returning from Norfolk, 
where he had been on professional business. Mr. Lewis had not 
been in good health for some months. He suffered from a trouble 
of the heart, and was stricken ill in Roanoke. Mr. Lewis is survived 
by his wife, who was a Miss Langhorne; a son and two daughters. 
Mr. Lewis was a native of Lynchburg. In April, 1861, he entered the 
active service of State in the Southern Guards which was formed of 
University students. When it was disbanded, soon after, by draft of 
General Lee, he enlisted in Company G of the Eleventh Virginia 
Regiment of Infantry as a private. After a year he was transferred 
to the artillery and was commissioned a lieutenant of Company D, 
Twentieth Battalion, with which he was in; active service until cap- 
tured at Sailors' Creek, having been wounded in the engagement. 
He was held a prisoner at Johnson's Island until June 20, 1865. Soon 
after his. release he returned to the University, where he resumed his 
studies. In 1866, having graduated, he entered the practice of his 
profession in Lynchburg, where he resided since, becoming one of the 
best known and most successful attorneys of Virginia. 



Rival Judges Both in Insane Asylum. — Former Mayor J. H. Win- 
ston, who was recently stricken with paralysis in Oklahoma, and was 
afterwards brought to his home in Bristol, has been committed to 
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the State Asylum for the Insane at Marion, Va., the paralytic stroke 
having unbalanced him mentally. Judge William S. Stuart, who was 
formerly judge of the Bristol Corporation Court, was recently com- 
mitted to the same asylum. Both of these men, neither of whom is 
now but little over forty years of age, were formerly prominent at- 
torneys in Bristol, and when Mr. Stuart ran for the office of judge of 
the Corporation Court Mr. Winston was his rival, and an interesting 
contest for the honor was the result. The sad plight of these men, 
at a time when it might have been hoped that they would be in the 
prime of mental and physical vigor, is a source of much regret 
among the hundreds of friends who were proud to witness their past 
success. There appears to be a chance for Judge Stuart's recovery, 
but the nature of Mr. Winston's illness offers little hope. 



Richmond Law Library to Be Moved. — At a meeting of the Rich- 
mond Bar Association on February 13, final action was taken by the 
lawyers on the proposition to move the library and reading-room 
from the city hall to the Mutual building, or some other centrally 
situated building. The executive committee was authorized to select 
a suitable place and have the books removed. The report of the 
executive committee for the year showed there had been admitted to 
the association thirteen new members. 



Judge Phlegar to Move to Bristol. — Hon. A. A. Phlegar, of Chris- 
tiansburg, State Senator from the Fourth District, is in the city. 
Judge Phlegar, who is one of the most distinguished lawyers in 
Virginia, has tired of legislative life, and will shortly remove his 
residence to Bristol to look after the legal affairs of the Virginia 
Coal, Iron and Coke Company. — Times-Dispatch. 



Mr. Pollard's Success. — Mr. Fred G. Pollard, son of City Attorney 
Henry R. Pollard, of Richmond, has been elected president of the law 
class of the University of Virginia. Mr. Pollard attained the unusual 
distinction of earning his M. A. degree at the University in a single 
year. 



Harman A. Dinwiddie. — Harman A. Dinwiddie, recently appointed 
deputy clerk U. S. Circuit and District Courts, at Charlottesville, has 
commenced practice, with his office in the Federal Court Room, 
Charlottesville. Mr. Dinwiddie took his B. L. degree at the Univer- 
sity last year. 



Lawyers Elect D. C. Richardson. — David Crockett Richardson, for- 
merly commonwealth's attorney, is the new president of the Richmond 
Bar Association. He was elected at the meeting held February 13. 



Judge Kenneth A. Bain. — On February 1, Judge Kenneth A. Bain 
succeeded Judge Crocker as judge of- the Hustings Court of Ports- 
mouth. 



